RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
an adept at this work. In spite of Threlfall's attempts to induce the Prime Minister to provide the laboratory, nothing happened for some time, when one evening the Prime Minister came into the Club, went up to Threlfall and said, " Well, Dick, I've done the square thing by you at last; I've put your laboratory on the Estimates. We've just been beaten on a division and are going out, so the other fellows will have to pay." The result was that Threlfall got a physical laboratory which at the time was one of the finest in the world, and which he soon made into a very active centre of scientific research.
Very soon after I became Professor I was fortunate enough to persuade H. F. Ncwall (later Professor of Astro-Physics in Cambridge) to come to work in the Laboratory, and for some time we researched together. One of our researches, which led to very pretty experiments, was on the production of vortex rings by drops of one fluid falling through another. When Threlfall went to Australia Newall succeeded him as Assistant Demonstrator. In 1887 W. N. Shaw, who with Glazcbrook had organised the teaching of practical physics in the Laboratory and had with him directed the teaching of this subject for seven years, accepted a Tutorship at Emmanuel College. His new duties made too great demands on his time to permit of his continuing his work as Demonstrator, involving as this did attendance at the Laboratory for practically the whole of every other day. He was prevailed upon, however, to continue the courses of lectures on physics which he had given for many years, and he continued to lecture every term until he left Cambridge in 1900 to become Superintendent of the Meteorological Council, He was succeeded as Demonstrator by Newall in 1887, 120